
Winnipeg’s New Recycling and Garbage Services 
 
New set weekday collection 
 

A set weekday collection schedule replaces the current Five-Day Collection Calendar. This 
provides an increased level of collection service as residents get their recycling and garbage 
carts emptied every week of the year. Residents have been assigned a collection day (e.g., 
every Tuesday) that will remain the same throughout the year, except for the weeks with 
Remembrance Day, Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, when collection will shift over one 
day for residents with a collection day falling on or after the holiday. That means that there 
will be collection services on Thanksgiving Day.  
 
New curbside yard waste collection services 
 

The new curbside yard waste collection program provides residents with an easy and 
convenient way to recycle their grass clippings and organic yard waste throughout the 
growing season.  Once every two weeks from April to November, residents can put their yard 
waste at the curb on their collection day and the yard waste will be collected and composted.  
This program has the potential to keep 21,000 tonnes of organic material out of the landfill 
each year. 
 
Residents can put their yard waste in: 
• any reusable container without a lid (e.g., plastic tubs, old blue boxes, old metal or plastic 

garbage containers – this is a way to re-purpose those blue boxes and garbage 
containers that are replaced by the carts) 

• cardboard boxes 
• paper yard waste bags 
 
Plastic bags will not be accepted in the program because they do not break down and will 
contaminate the finished compost. 
 
Opportunity to recycle old blue boxes and garbage containers 
 

The City is looking into options for re-use and/or recycling of blue boxes and garbage 
containers that residents are not re-purposing (for example, for yard waste).  A collection 
service will be scheduled this fall. 
 
Expanded recycling processing facility 
 

The expansion plans call for the installation of state-of-the-art optical sorting equipment that 
will increase the plant’s ability to sort materials into higher quality recyclables, increase 
overall capacity and improve the speed and efficiency of sorting and processing recyclables. 
Under the current program, the plant processes 50,000 tonnes of recyclables annually. The 
expansion will increase the plant capacity to almost 100,000 tonnes a year.  
  



Cleaner and greener collection vehicles 
 

Residents can look forward to a cleaner and quieter city when Emterra’s new Compressed 
Natural Gas (CNG) fuelled trucks hit the road to collect recycling and garbage.  CNG is the 
cleanest fossil fuel available today – approximately 90 per cent cleaner than diesel in its 
natural state. CNG powered trucks will help reduce Winnipeg’s carbon footprint, due to a 23 
per cent reduction in greenhouse gases, compared to diesel fuel, and an 80 per cent 
reduction in carbon emissions.  The trucks also run quieter than traditional diesel engines, 
resulting in less noise pollution.  The City awarded a five-year contract to Emterra 
Environmental Inc. for: 
• automated recycling collection (blue cart) and yard waste collection city-wide, and 
• automated garbage collection (grey cart) in all areas except the northwest area where 

automated cart collection is already in place and the service is provided by BFI Canada 
Inc. under contract until January 31, 2017. 

 
Special pickup service for items that don’t fit in the garbage cart 
 

Residents can phone 311 to request a special pickup for items that don’t fit in their garbage 
cart: 
 

Extra garbage 
• $5.00 for a pickup of up to three standard-size garbage bags 
 

Large items 
• $5.00 per item (e.g., furniture, mattresses) and up to ten items will be collected per 

pickup 
 

Appliances with ozone depleting substances 
• $20.00 per item (e.g., refrigerators, freezers) 
 
Abandoned garbage 
The abandoned garbage pickup service will continue.  Residents can phone 311 to report 
someone dumping garbage in their neighbourhood or to request a pickup of abandoned 
garbage. 
 
New Solid Waste By-law 
The Solid Waste and Neighbourhood Liveability By-laws have been updated to make it easier 
to prosecute for illegal dumping in our city.  Fines for illegal dumping start at $300. The new 
Solid Waste By-law is also easier to read and understand.  
 
User Guides available in other languages 
 

The Recycling and Garbage Services Guide is also available in French, Tagalog, Chinese 
Mandarin, and Punjabi.  Residents can phone 311 to request a copy or visit 
http://winnipeg.ca/waterandwaste/garbage/newCollection/guide_en.stm 
 
Recycling and garbage basic services charge 
 

The charge for these new basic services is 14 cents per day.  The charge will be added to 
quarterly water bills effective October 1, 2012. The cost of providing these garbage and 
recycling services will still be among the lowest in the country and includes access to future 
environmental programs (e.g., a curbside kitchen organic collection trial, Community 
Resource Recovery Centres). 

http://winnipeg.ca/waterandwaste/garbage/newCollection/guide_en.stm


 
Service upgrades 
 

Residents can switch to the larger 360-litre cart or get a second cart three months after their 
new service begins (November 1, 2012 for former AutoBin area residents and January 1, 
2013 for all other residents).  Residents can phone 311 and sign up to: 
• upgrade their garbage collection service for an annual fee 
• upgrade their recycling service for a one-time cart rental fee 
 


