




Winnipeg Police Service Canine Unit Statistics and Deployment Method 

September 1, 2015, to September 1, 2016,  

FIPPA  REQUEST 16 11 985 

STATISTICS * 

1.    Number of Police Dogs:  13 

2.   Subject  Bites:    17 

3.   Non-Subject Bites:   0 

4.   Apprehensions:   171 

5.   Style of Training: 

The Winnipeg Police Service (WPS) Canine Unit does not use the "Bark and Hold" 

or "Find and Bite" method of training.   We teach a  "Handler Control Policy, "  

based on the following rationale. 

In our program, the canine has two roles.  Their primary function is to track 

offenders from crime scenes and search for evidence using their enhanced 

olfactory capabilities.  Second, the dog is available to be deployed as a use of 

force option when required to take hold of a suspect using a controlled bite. 

In the WPS use of force continuum, the canine bite is considered an intermediate 

weapon along with oleoresin capsicum (OC) spray,  impact weapon, and 

conducted electrical weapon (CEW).  The force option utilized is at the discretion 

of the handler based on the perceived threat, the level of resistance encountered 

and the totality of circumstances.  The handler may deploy the dog to apprehend 

a suspect with the intent to temporarily incapacitate him and overcome their 

resistance when other options failed or were deemed ineffective or 

inappropriate. 

In our opinion, this method is superior to "Bark and Hold" because the handler, 

not the dog determines which level of force is required to control a suspect. 



"Bark and Hold" is derived from the sport of Schutzhund dog training 

and does not adapt well to real-time real world scenarios. The "find and 

bite" method is inconsistent with the WPS use of force policy and could 

never be considered an option.   
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* Statistics compiled by Cst.  #2380/WPS/K9 

  

 

26

26

25(1)(e)

25(1)(e)

25(1)(e)


	17 06 417 - Signed response - severed
	17 06 417 - Resp. Rcrd - SEVERED



