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RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that this report be received as information by the Winnipeg Police Board. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  

There are no financial implications relating to the recommendation within this report. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

The Winnipeg Police Board has required an annual report on criminal flight pursuits conducted by the 
Winnipeg Police Service and the Armoured Response Vehicle (ARV). 
 
The Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies (CALEA) standards requires written 
procedures for conducting criminal flight pursuits, conditions that require the termination of a pursuit, 
supervisory and dispatcher responsibility, as well as administrative review and oversight for each 
criminal flight pursuit. CALEA also mandates regular training for officers and an annual evaluation and 
review of policy and operational outcomes. 
 
DISCUSSION: 

Criminal flight pursuits occur when police members attempt to stop a vehicle. If the driver refuses to 
obey and flees, police members pursue for the purpose of stopping or identifying the vehicle or 
occupants. Driving at high speed always presents a risk. Engaging with individuals attempting to flee 
police at high speed presents added risk. As such, the decision to initiate a pursuit should be made as 
a last alternative. A criminal flight pursuit may be justified if the police member reasonably believes that 
the suspect, if allowed to flee, would present a danger to human life or cause serious injury. 
 
The Winnipeg Police Service policy and procedure on criminal flight pursuits addresses all the 
requirements of the CALEA standards and lays out the appropriate circumstances to conduct and 
terminate pursuits when suspects flee police. The directives also provide tactical alternatives to a 
vehicle pursuit and describes the risk assessment procedure members must follow prior to and while 
pursuing a suspect. 
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Following the conclusion of every pursuit, involved officers and their supervisor are required to submit a 
report to be assessed by the Police Vehicle Operations Program Manager (PVOPM) and, if necessary, 
the Winnipeg Police Service Pursuit Review Board. This process allows for monitoring of members 
involved in pursuit incidents to ensure accountability and judge compliance. All internal reviews are also 
assessed in an annual analysis which allows the Service to identify the need for training, equipment or 
procedural updates. 
 
Pursuits that result in a serious injury or death are investigated by the Independent Investigation Unit of 
Manitoba (IIU). During 2020, three (3) pursuits were forwarded directly to the IIU. 
 
The Winnipeg Police Service’s Police Vehicle Operations Program is responsible for training recruits in 
police vehicle operations, both in theoretical and practical capacities. All officers are required to 
complete this training, which includes driving dynamics, cooperative driving, pursuit driving, risk 
assessment and forcible stopping techniques, prior to graduating from recruit training. Officers are also 
required to recertify in police vehicle operations on a biennial basis to ensure they continue to meet 
standards and are exposed to the latest training and safety developments. 
 
 
2020 RESULTS 

In 2019, a review of the pursuit classification process was conducted by the Police Vehicle Operations 
Program Manager (PVOPM). As a result, the reporting system for pursuits was modified and is 
reflected in the number of pursuits during 2020. However, as a result of these changes to pursuit 
classification, data collected prior to 2020 is no longer comparable.  
 
During 2020, the Winnipeg Police Service reported 122 pursuits. Following review by the Police Vehicle 
Operations Program Manager (PVOPM), 11 were forwarded to the Pursuit Review Board. 
 
 
2020 Pursuits Summary 

 2020 

Criminal Flight Pursuits  Total 122 

Pursuits aborted 63 

Forcible stop attempted during pursuit phase 81 

Collisions total 41 

Injuries (officer, suspect, third-party) 29 

Summary Offences (Traffic/HTA) 33 

Indictable Offences 89 

 
 
The PVO Section continues to deliver training directing members to make the decision to conduct a 
pursuit when they have no safer option of apprehending an individual fleeing in a vehicle. As shown in 
the chart above, the conditions and conclusions of pursuits can vary significantly dependent on the 
actions of suspects, the use of stolen vehicles, the frequency of criminal flight and officers' decisions to 
pursue.  
 
Of the 122 vehicle pursuits that occurred, 35, or 29% involved stolen vehicles.  
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Pursuits Involving Stolen Vehicles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Collisions and injuries are consequences of suspects fleeing from police in an illegal and reckless 
manner, and during 2020 there were 41 collisions and 29 injuries reported.  
 
Officers either attempted forcible stopping techniques or requested assistance with one during the pre-
pursuit phase in 104 of the criminal flight pursuits. In addition, 81 pursuits involved officers who either 
attempted or requested a forcible stopping technique during the pursuit phase. These attempts, when 
successful, result in a collision between the patrol car and the suspect vehicle that will end the criminal 
flight.  
 
 
Collision Classifications 

Classification Occurrence Frequency 

Suspect vehicle with Police vehicle or multiple vehicles 14 34% 

Suspect vehicle into third-party vehicle or multiple vehicles 9 22% 

Suspect vehicle into Police and third-party vehicle 2 5% 

Suspect vehicle into fixed or temporary object 13 32% 

Police vehicle into suspect vehicle 1 2% 

Police vehicle into third-party vehicle 0 0 

Police vehicle into fixed or temporary object 2 5% 

 
 

The post-pursuit file review involves a complete representation of all members given the totality of 
circumstances and the unique situation present in each pursuit. Officers whose actions have a high 
level of overall compliance to WPS procedure will be considered “Compliant.”  Those with minor 
procedural concerns are categorized as “Supervisory Review” and require additional consultation with a 
supervisor to clarify pursuit procedure. In such case, a Supervisor will review the incident with the 
involved members and clarify any procedural issues.  
 
Incidents of non-compliance require an additional review by the Pursuit Review Board and corrective 
action. During 2020, 11 of the 122 pursuits were reviewed by the Pursuit Review Board. 
 
The Winnipeg Police Service is committed to minimizing the threat and risk that fleeing suspects 
present to the public; overall, pursuits represent a small and unpredictable fraction of all suspect 

Year Stolen Vehicles  

2015 43 

2016 52 

2017 50 

2018 53 

2019 18 

5 year average 43 

2020 35 
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encounters. The Service is continually reviewing current practices to ensure officers are not taking 
undue risks and to ensure policy protects members of the public.   
 
 
ARMOURED RESPONSE VEHICLE 

The Armoured Response Vehicle (ARV) is a tool used to ensure the Service members have the 
appropriate equipment when dealing with potentially volatile and violent situations. During tactical 
deployments, the primary purpose of the ARV is to serve as an armoured rescue vehicle that is capable 
of delivering and removing Tactical Support Team (TST) members safely and securely from a variety of 
high-risk environments. It is also designed to retrieve downed officers or civilians and extract to safety.  
 
ARV Deployment  

ARV1 was used for 39 tactical deployments during 2020 (38 active and one with the ARV on standby). 
These instances of deployment involved 10 Criminal Code search warrants for firearms, 9 events 
where firearms were used or believed in possession of persons, 9 Controlled Drugs and Substances 
Act search warrants for high risk subjects and 5 arrest warrants. ARV1 was also deployed for one event 
of each of the following types: suspicious, carjacking, domestic, family trouble, and follow. 
 
Community Engagement 

In 2020, ARV1 attended one engagement in February for the Chief for the Day event. This low number 
was due to COVID-19 and the cancelling of many public engagements. Members of the Community 
Relations Unit typically take ARV1 to the various events, allowing the public to get a close personal look 
at the unit. 
 
The attendance of ARV1 at public engagements provides a positive forum for the public to view and 
ask questions about the purpose and use of the vehicle, fostering a better understanding of its 
versatility and significant value to the Service and public at large.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Danny G. Smyth 
Chief of Police 
 
 


